
Safe Sidewalks, Clean Water: 
Smart Salting for Residents
Agenda:
• How winter salt impacts our environment
• Why it’s a growing regional concern
• Simple steps you can take to apply just the right amount of salt to maintain safety in the winter
• Stay to the end for the raffle!







Poll



Speakers

Renee Bourassa
rbourassa@icprb.org

Director, Communications and Education
Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Rebecca Murphy
rmurphy@novaregion.org
Coastal Program Manager

Northern Virginia Regional Commission



Why should we care about winter salt?

Salt applied to paved surfaces in the winter helps keep us safe from icy surfaces while allowing 
businesses, emergency services, and other operations to stay open.



Did you know…

1 tablespoon of winter salt             = Permanent pollution of 

5 gallons of water



Winter Salt 
Impacts: 

Environment

Salt doesn’t disappear after 
winter storms!

Runoff from salted roads 
infiltrates into freshwater 
streams and lakes, causing:

▪   Persistence in groundwater

▪   Stress to numerous species of 
animals and plants

▪ Long-term ecosystem biodiversity 
disruption and biodiversity loss

Image credit: MWCOG



Winter Salt 
Impacts: 

Environment

▪   Damage to trees, shrubs, and other 
vegetation that cannot tolerate salt 
inundation

Special Consideration: Your pet’s paws!

Image Credit: Salt damage on yew (Joseph LaForest, 
University of Georgia, Bugwood.org)



Winter Salt Impacts: Drinking Water

Salt levels continue to increase in major DMV 
drinking water sources – Potomac River and 
Occoquan Reservoir: 

▪  Difficult and expensive to treat and remove salt from 
water

▪  Health considerations for those on low-sodium diets

▪  Taste complaints!



Winter Salt 
Impacts: 
Infrastructure

▪  Corrosive effects on vehicles 
and infrastructure, such as roads, 
bridges, sidewalks, and parking 
lots 

▪ Results in need for increased 
maintenance and repairs over 
time

▪  AAA estimates that the average 
repair cost for corrosion or rust 
caused by salt is about $500



Summary of Winter Salt Impacts

High costs and effort to reduce 
and/or undo salt inundation to 

water sources and drinking 
water

Long-term damage to the 
environment & wildlife

Ongoing maintenance and 
repair for infrastructure & 

vehicles



Disclaimer





Use the correct amount of salt

DO THIS                          NOT THAT



Salt in the right places



Let the sun do its job



Use bird seed for traction

But what 

about other 

materials?!



Use a tarp to 
cover stairs/pathways



Sweep it up



Helpful Tools

Sidewalk ice scraper Snow blowerGood shovel Electric snow shovel

Low                 Price                     High











Raffle time! 

Raffle prizes provided by the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Winners: Please contact rbourassa@icprb.org

Two winners will receive a 
32” DeWalt Carbon Steel Blade Ice Scraper



Questions? 

Renee Bourassa
rbourassa@icprb.org

Director, Communications and Education
Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Rebecca Murphy
rmurphy@novaregion.org
Coastal Program Manager

Northern Virginia Regional Commission
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