
A DECADE OF PROGRESS
Sparked by discussions among land conservation groups and the Potomac
River Basin Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership (DWSPP) a
decade ago, this tool for prioritizing lands for protection from a drinking
water source perspective has evolved through the collaborative efforts of
many funders and stakeholders, who have informed ICPRB’s technical and
participatory work. Key milestones are shown on the timeline below.

PROJECT PURPOSE
The land prioritization tool provides a robust, data-driven framework
for identifying parcels critical to drinking water source protection. By
integrating multiple geospatial metrics and offering flexible visualization
options, the tool supports informed land conservation decisions.
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FOREST IMPACTS 
ON WATER TREATMENT
Among other findings, the WRF #4651 study*

of forest cover impacts on drinking water
treatment costs in the Potomac basin proposed
a “risk-based geospatial analysis to identify and

prioritize forest protection opportunities.”  

October 2015 - September 2018

LAND PRIORITIZATION MAPPING TO PROTECT
DRINKING WATER QUALITY: A TIMELINE
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FEEDBACK
Representatives from DWSPP, land

conservation groups, and ICPRB met
to discuss resources needed to

include a source water perspective in
land conservation efforts in the basin. 

August 2018

2020 TOOL
Applying the methodology developed
in WRF #4651*, development of the

tool was a collaborative effort to
rank land parcels to protect drinking

water quality in the non-tidal
Potomac basin.

 

Released December 2020

FOCUS GROUP
An end-user focus group meeting
was held to get feedback on the
2025 tool, prior to finalization.

 

June 2025 2025 TOOL
The tool was expanded to include
the entire jurisdictions of DC, MD,
PA, VA, and WV and the methods

and data were updated. 

Released October 2025
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