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HAB Management: Interagency Collaboration

MDH

MDEDNR

MD Department of Health
• Connection with OHHABs/CDC
• Authority lies in County Health Depts
• 23 counties

MD Department of the Environment
• Regulatory agency
• Healthy Beaches program
• Fish kills and algal bloom response

MD Department of Natural Resources
• Routine phytoplankton monitoring
• HAB assessment and bloom response
• Wildlife: e.g Fish, birds, and bunnies
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Routine Phytoplankton 
Community Assessment

MD DNR Phytoplankton Monitoring

Increase understanding of bloom formation 
and ecosystem change

Analyze status and trends
Changes in community

Protect human and animal health



MD DNR Surface Phytoplankton Samples

Impact:
Routine fixed sites
Better coverage 
Good for satellite validation
Bloom detection



Reporting Methods

MDE Reporting Hotline: 
(866) 633-4686



Presence of Benthic Mats (2017-2021)



For more information:

• Amy Hamilton – DNR Harmful Algal Bloom Biologist

(410)260-8695 Amy.Hamilton@maryland.gov

• Cathy Wazniak – DNR Phytoplankton Program Manager

(410)260-8638 Catherine.Wazniak@maryland.gov

• Chris Luckett – MDE Program Manager of Field Investigation 

      & Environmental Response

(443)482-2731 Chris.Luckett@maryland.gov
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