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BE AWARE OF
ALGAL MATS

Toxic Algal mat may be present in this water

Mats can be attached to the bottom, detached and floating,
or washed up on shore

IF YOU SEE ALGAL MATS

Do NOT let childern Do NOT let dogs eat
or adults touch, eat, or algal mats or drink
swallow any algal mats from the water

Itis safe to eat properly cooked fish caught from waters with an algae bioom.
Thoroughly clean the fish, discarding the carcass and guts and washing hands and
surfaces with soapy water is advised.

For local information, visit: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/updates

// VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH

Fairfax County Park Authority

Fairfax County parks serve as critical ecological islands within one of

Virginia's most densely populated regions:

e 23,000+ acres of parkland across 420+ parks
e Growing urbanization creates unique management challenges
e Many stormwater ponds, amenity ponds, and farm ponds

e Bluegreen algae blooms becoming an increasing concern
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Fairfax County Park Authority's Post X

@ Fairfax County Park Authority &
 Junel12-Q

1 WARNING: HARMFUL ALGAE BLOOM IN PROGRESS
A blue-green algae bloom has been identified at Burke Lake.
 Avoid contact with the water. This includes swimming, wading, and letting pets enter the lake.
» Keep pets away from the shoreline and do not allow them to drink from the lake.
« Individuals with respiratory sensitivities should avoid prolonged exposure near the water.
Avoid contact with the water until further notice. Blue-green algae can produce harmful toxins that
pose serious health risks to people and animals.

Fairfax County Park Authority is monitoring the situation and coordinating with state and local health
officials.

Please check Parks Alert webpage for updates before visiting: https://bit.ly/3x7CrP7

Additional information can be found on the Virginia Department of Health website:
https://bit.ly/45Z30Ui
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Recent Bluegreen Algae Blooms on FCPA Property

June 2024 1

Waples Mill Pond bluegreen algae bloom

2 June 2025

Burke Lake bluegreen algae bloom reported to FCPA

June — July 2025 3

Ongoing monitoring of Burke Lake and public

announcements/posting

4 August 2025

Lake Accotink algae bloom flagged for the public

September 2025 5

Virginia Department of Health determines Lake Accotink

algae bloom as not hazardous
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John Burke s, o,
Fairfax County Park Authority
John.burke2 @fairfaxcounty.gov




	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11


