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Photo from Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Rainscape site, Conservation Landscaping presentation.
Similar plants are grouped together.  Most are in odd-numbered groupings – 7, 3.  
The taller bushes are placed in the back.
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Photos from Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Rainscape site, Conservation Landscaping presentation.
Plants are in mass groups. Plants that are in the foreground are repeated in the 
background, bringing unity to the landscape. Several plants bloom at different times 
of the year.
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Columbine, cinnamon stick fern.  On the right, these ferns cover a steep hill, 
protecting it from erosion. Such a mass planting is easy to maintain, as long as the 
site conditions are correct for the plant’s needs.
Photo: Rebecca Wolf

7



Black-eyed Susans and Wild Carrot. Chesapeake Charter School. These plants were 
spaced far enough apart for children to go into the garden and play or take care of 
the garden.
Photos: Rebecca Wolf
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Left: Michigan rest area created by master gardeners, using woodland plants.  Right: 
Hellebore, a late winter plant, also known as Lenton Rose. 
Photos: Rebecca Wolf

Informal, slightly curved outline is conducive to the natural setting. Shorter plantings 
have trees and shrubs as a backdrop.
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Photos from Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Rainscape site, Conservation Landscaping presentation.
The gardens soften the edges, creating a natural border. The gardens are placed on 
slope to reduce runoff. They also reduce moving and trimming along the fence edge.
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Photo from Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Rainscape site, Conservation Landscaping presentation.
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The paper shapes should represent the size of the plant at full grown
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Drawing taken from Rainscape class materials, Montgomery County Department of 
the Environment.
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Drawing taken from Rainscape class materials, Montgomery County Department of 
the Environment.



Planting plans show plant width as O.C., meaning on center. Thus, trees with a 
width of 30 O.C. are planted 30 feet apart center to center. 
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A homeowners garden that is sure to invite butterflies and bees.
Photo: Rebecca Wolf
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