THE SEARCH FOR GOLD

During the past century, more than 5,000 ounces of the precious
metal have been produced in Maryland, almost all of them in
southern Montgomery County. Gold mines pocket the Great Falls
area, some on National Park Service property. The Ford Mind was
the site of gold discovered in the 1800s; some mine structures are
still present. They Maryland Mine is according to legend, haunted
by “Tommyknockers.” The most systematic exploration for gold
began in 1915 when A.A. Hassan, a mining geologist, directed an

exploration program that included 12 miles of trenches over 2100
acres. Trenches are still visible.
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Rock Run Culvert: Outstanding culvert

once carried Rock Run under canal at an
angle.
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Plummers Island: Home of the Washington
Biologists’ Field Club since 1901. Site of

many biological studies.
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