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Potomac Basin Restoration

Ours is a comprehensive local initiative to restore the Potomac River Basin within the District of Columbia. This extraordinary effort involves numerous individual projects which are at varying stages of completion and depending on the particular project, involve the partnership and coalition of numerous entities, from other District of Columbia government entities and community groups to federal agencies and NGOs. The District is absolutely committed to rehabilitating the Anacostia River watershed and by extension, the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay downstream, returning the watershed to it’s predevelopment hydrology to the extent possible, and restoring the River to a cleaner, ecologically complex water body which will add aesthetic virtue and improve quality of life for the District’s residents.  

Specific improvements to the Potomac River include reduction of sediment loads through watershed-level stream restoration and wetlands re-creation, reduction in discharge of stormwater and stormwater pollutants such as petroleum products, nutrients, fecal coliform, pesticides, and heavy metals etc., via implementation of low impact development throughout the district and through tidal freshwater wetlands restoration.

Timeline

Kingman Lake/Island Freshwater Tidal Wetlands: 42 acres completed in 2000. An additional 8 acres scheduled to be completed in fall 2002.
Anacostia Fringe Wetlands Restoration: Assessment completed April 2002. Restoration begins winter 2002.
Tributaries: Watts Branch assessment to be completed fall of 2002, restoration to be completed fall of 2003. Phase 1 stream rehabilitation completed in upper reaches in 2000. 

Pope Branch assessment to be completed fall of 2002, restoration to be completed spring of 2003. 

Ft. Dupont and Ft. Chaplin assessments to be completed winter of 2002 and restoration to be completed spring of 2004.
Hickey Run assessment to be completed fall of 2002. Restoration to be completed summer 2003

Oxon Run assessment to be completed summer of 2002. Restoration to be completed summer 2003

Low Impact Development (LID)

2001, March & 2002, March – Watershed Protection (WPD) in conjunction with Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, the Chesapeake Bay Program Scientific & Technical Advisory Committee and the Land Growth & Stewardship Subcommittee hosted a one-day LID workshop to educate the public, contractors, planners, engineers, and NGOs.

2002/2003 – WPD, in conjunction with ACE, is collaborating on an assessment of R.F. Kennedy Stadium complex and surrounding River Terrace neighborhood.

2002/2003 – WPD, in conjunction with EPA, is planning to implement various showcase LID projects on Capitol Hill to focus attention on benefits of LID.  

History and Details

The first steps in our comprehensive plans begins with the District’s flagship project; restoration of 40 acres of freshwater tidal wetlands in Kingman Lake. In the mid-1900s the Army Corps of Engineers dredged the Anacostia river wetlands in the vicinity of the present day RFK Stadium for improved vessel navigation and filled in what were then considered useless and undesirable freshwater tidal wetlands. In the process they created Kingman and Heritage Islands, adjacent Kingman Lake and severely compromised the natural sediment and nutrient/pollution control system which had cleansed Anacostia waters for so long. This was just one instance of many such anthropogenic disturbances occurring all along the Anacostia River, its tributaries, and other tributaries draining into the Chesapeake Bay. These and other ecosystem disruptions are responsible for much of the pollution and sediment load which has made the Anacostia unfit for swimming, fishing and most wildlife.

In early 1900s Kingman Lake, which was under jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior at the time, was destined to become either a theme park or golf course through the efforts of private developers. In 2000 the District Government convinced the Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service to transfer ownership of the island to D.C. for creation of critical natural wildlife habitat on the Anacostia and within the District. The transfer of land was extremely complex as it required that the District document improvement on the islands in order to comply with the original Congressional Act (National Children’s Island Act of 1995). It also required numerous meetings with community groups and environmental organizations in order to convince them that the endeavor was worthwhile. The District convinced the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to use funds from Section 319 (Non Point Source Management Program, Clean Water Act) as well as from Chesapeake Bay Program resources. Even under extremely difficult economic conditions, the District contributed $5 million to the purchase of the Islands and leveraged this money to acquire approximately $14 million more from the Army Corps. Of Engineers (ACE) and other federal agencies.

As a result of these efforts, 40 acres of tidal wetlands have been recreated and we are in the process of recreating 16 acres of fringe freshwater tidal wetlands on the Anacostia. 

The second step in our comprehensive plan includes restoration of tributaries draining into Anacostia River in order to decrease sediment and pollutant loads. These tributaries include, Hickey Run, Oxon Run, Pope Branch, Watts Branch, Ft. Chaplin and Ft. Dupont with the collaboration of the USDA National Arboretum, National Park Service, Army Corps Of Engineers and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Due to their contributing volume of water, pollutant and sediment loads, restoration of these impaired tributaries is absolutely critical to the viability of Anacostia River ecosystem. Plans for Popes Branch, for example, involve the partnership of ACE and call for daylighting of 3000 feet of stream.

The final step involves a department-wide initiative to strongly encourage implementation of micro-scale stormwater control, particularly LID, and other conventional BMPs throughout all new development in the District. For example; within Robert F. Kennedy Stadium, its parking areas and the surrounding neighborhood which have been discharging untreated stormwater directly into the newly created wetlands adjacent to Kingman Island, plans are currently being drafted to implement BMPS and LID techniques in conjunction with ACE.
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