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Leaf: Opposite, simple and palmately veined, 3 to 6 inches long, 5 delicately rounded lobes, entire margin; green 
above, paler below.  
Flower: Light yellow-green, small, clustered, hanging from a long, slender (1 to 3 inch) stem, appearing with or 
slightly before the leaves in early spring.  
Fruit: Two-winged horseshoe-shaped samaras about 1 inch long, appearing in clusters, brown when mature in in 
the fall.  
Twig: Brown, slender and shiny with lighter lenticels; terminal buds brown, very sharp pointed, with tight scales.  
Bark: Variable, but generally brown, on older trees it becomes darker, develops furrows, with long, thick 
irregular curling outward, firm ridges.  
Form: Medium to tall tree (to 100 feet) with very dense elliptical crown.  
 
 
 

Sugar Maple - Acer saccharum 
 
Description: Sugar maple is the only tree today used for commercial syrup production, as its 
sap has twice the sugar content of other maple species. Sugar maple is widely planted as an 
ornamental or shade tree and many cultivars have been selected, based on variation in 
growth habit/crown shape, mature height, fall color, leaf shape, and temperature tolerance. 
Sugar maple is an important timber tree valued for its hard, heavy, and strong wood, 
commonly used to make furniture, paneling, flooring, and veneer. 

Site requirements: 
Sugar maple most commonly occurs in rich, mesic woods but also grows in drier upland woods.  It often grows in 
canyons, ravines, valleys, stream terraces, and stream banks, but it is occasionally found on dry rocky hillsides, at 
500-1700 meters elevation. Sugar maples are not particularly good street trees, because they are intolerant of 
compacted soil, high heat, air pollution, and road salt commonly found in urban environments. 
 
Native Range: Zone 4-8 ??? 
AL, AR, CT, DE, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, NC, NH, 
NJ, NY, OH, OK, PA, RI, SD, TN, VA, VT, WI, WV 


