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Preface

The principal goal of this treatise is to provide a broad historical analysis of the
landscape loading changes and resulting water quality trends of both the Potomac
River Basin and its Estuary for the past century.

Data for this treatise came from numerous sources including federal and state
government reports, electronic databases, and scientific publications. One of our
major challenges was how to reduce the very large quantity of data into a
systematic exposition of information that could be readily understood and utilized
by readers of this treatise.

Where appropriate, we used summary tables and graphs to display the
information. Detailed data tables and graphs are stored in Excel formats and can
be made available upon request to the senior author.

To provide a systematic flow of concepts and data, we embedded the summary
tables and graphs within the text of this treatise. Where appropriate, we
normalized item information into units per square Kilometer (for example,
numbers of cattle per square kilometer or kilograms of fertilizer per square
kilometer per year). This normalization facilitated the comparison of landscape
loadings and water quality trends.

In developing this treatise, we are very fortunate to have some of the longest water
quality monitoring databases that exist for the Potomac River Basin and its
Estuary.

This is Edition 1.0 of the treatise. We hope to update about every five years.
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