
Introduction to Climate Action Reserve

Jean-Philippe Brisson
Senior Advisor

523 W. 6th Street, Ste. 428
Los Angeles, CA 90014

213-891-1444
jphilbrisson@gmail.com

www.climateactionreserve.com

February  16, 2010



2

Background on Climate Action Reserve

• Non-for-profit organization established by California State law in 2001
• Manages the premier offset program in North America, providing regulatory-

type quality and liquidity to the U.S. pre-compliance carbon market
• Primary activities of the Reserve

– Adopt “protocols”: rules applicable to the reduction or removal of GHG 
emissions

– Accept and register project proposals under each protocol
– Issue one Climate Reserve Tonne (CRT) for each metric tonne of GHG 

emissions reduced or removed by a registered project
– Operate a public registry tracking all registered projects and CRTs 

issued
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Reserve Board
• The Reserve is governed by a board of directors comprising individuals from 

the following agencies, organizations and companies.

http://www.calepa.ca.gov/�
http://www2.goldmansachs.com/�
http://www.shell.com/�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.topnews.in/files/duke.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.topnews.in/cancersniffing-artificial-noses-anvil-2132999&usg=__uf5qnG0GAlhi0WHIvicn2yLXqow=&h=298&w=548&sz=25&hl=en&start=11&sig2=Y7weiKQjxibF6g9zEDA8vQ&tbnid=iGrGNJcZOAbgQM:&tbnh=72&tbnw=133&prev=/images?q=duke+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=ooUUS_SBDY-xlAeeycCvBQ�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://peer.berkeley.edu/publications/turkey/adapazari/pge_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://peer.berkeley.edu/publications/turkey/adapazari/index.html&usg=__ssiAked-gnp0fZBvDI_vOvORXOE=&h=160&w=139&sz=12&hl=en&start=2&sig2=1QU9r5gAFrYlPQ69SdgzlA&tbnid=PwZsb-oyBg6-VM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=85&prev=/images?q=pg&e+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=yIUUS7aXAZLJlAfA_NWmBQ�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://pushpull.files.wordpress.com/2007/12/sierra-club-logo1.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://pushpull.wordpress.com/2007/12/30/sierra-club-endorsement-for-democratic-candidate/&usg=__PtsoCN2yss8bRcauqh4QJdXk-Fo=&h=360&w=278&sz=14&hl=en&start=2&sig2=feZFvVh4nS7N1EE1ws_epg&tbnid=ZKZeH6PTEXSJHM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=sierra+club+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=6IUUS8-cDpmVlAfDqPGhBQ�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.travelingrasmussens.com/assets/images/nrdc_logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.travelingrasmussens.com/html/charities.html&usg=__g0IjZse8vaSuJKEtJWHqt_brCYo=&h=345&w=369&sz=7&hl=en&start=1&sig2=mjOpG3ep02Bh_iOcGDFzDQ&tbnid=uXZPZ0vib-PTEM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=122&prev=/images?q=nrdc+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=C4YUS_fUCdiclAfuxrStBQ�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://lilychi.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/State_Assembly_logo.259190515_std.png&imgrefurl=http://lilychi.com/awards&usg=__f-XamnShpSuSYj2hVXtzvlI3QBg=&h=380&w=379&sz=220&hl=en&start=1&sig2=C0Vp5rcbK75vnNYOcQqtcQ&tbnid=Y-8isRn6vS3kiM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=123&prev=/images?q=california+state+assembly+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=M4YUS4yZAoPQlAfn0IyiBQ�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/assets/0/52/cc8b0da3-36a5-4764-b36a-d14accbb29e8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=584&usg=__B_C0uewLtsKwgQGNGZWE3wlJpRM=&h=451&w=452&sz=279&hl=en&start=1&sig2=K_F8sBzEfXkvZ5Qg2LgAlg&tbnid=NzCkTlr-ifRBdM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=Metropolitan+Water+District+of+Southern+California+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&ei=H4cUS9_pA5LJlAfA_NWmBQ�
http://www.edf.org/home.cfm�
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Carbon Offset Market – Overview
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The Reserve by Numbers (Feb, 1, 2010)

• Projects received 190+ projects
• Projects listed 150 projects
• Projects registered 30 projects
• Project locations 39 states
• Account holders 203 companies
• Protocols U.S. 8 protocols
• Protocols Mexico 2 protocols
• CRTs Issued 2,500,000 CRTs
• Protocols in Progress 2 protocols U.S., 1 protocol Mexico
• Canada expansion Under discussion
• Staff 25+ employees
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Projects on the Reserve – Growth
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Listed and Registered Projects (Feb 1, 2010)
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Protocols in Effect
1. Forestry (v.3.1) (U.S. only), covering the following forest project types

– Improved forest management
– Avoided conversion
– Reforestation

2. Landfill gas capture (U.S. & Mexico)

3. Livestock methane capture (U.S. & Mexico)

4. Urban forestry (U.S. only)

5. Coal mine methane (U.S. only)

6. Organic waste digestion (U.S. only)

7. N2O (U.S. only)

8. Ozone Depleting Substances (U.S. only)
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