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ICPRB outlook: 

September 2008 Outlook

Water supply demand from the Potomac River is potentially higher than Potomac flow for only a short period of time (approximately four months) from about early July through late October or early November. This time period is when Potomac augmentation releases are most likely to occur in order to ensure adequate flow. Because the critical period for comparing demand to resources is during the summer through fall, the focus of ICPRB water supply outlooks is for the period April through October. 

Summary/Conclusions: The probability of releases this summer and fall from the Washington metropolitan area's back-up water supply reservoirs is below normal.Generally, the use of Jennings Randolph and Little Seneca reservoirs is triggered by lows brought about by a combination of low summer rainfall, low precipitation in the prior 12 months, and low groundwater levels. Rainfall in July was slightly above normal. Groundwater levels remain normal to above normal throughout most of the basin. 

The ICPRB, through its Section for Cooperative Water Supply Operations on the Potomac (CO-OP), coordinates water supply operations during times of drought and recommends releases of stored water. These operations ensure adequate water supplies for the major Washington metropolitan area water users and for environmental flow levels. 

Graphical Updates of River Flow and                      Reservoir Storage

Recent Potomac flow:

2008 Flow at Little Falls

2002 Flow at Little Falls

1966 Flow at Little Falls

Stage at Edwards Ferry

USGS Potomac real-time gages
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drinkingwaterdocs/WSO.Sep.08.pdf
http://docs.google.com/View?docid=drk49d5_2f65xgkcq
http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dhm2g7hp_63ftwp5q
http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dhm2g7hp_65gbg5jj
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/md/nwis/current/?type=flow
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Drought Status:

National Weather Service Potomac Basin Monitor

Daily Updates

Recent precipitation and forecasts:

Monthly Precipitation in the Potomac                        Basin

Precipitation                        maps from the MARFC

Quantitative                        Precipitation Forecast, MARFC 1-2 days

Quantitative                        Precipitation Forecast, NWS 1-5 days

Groundwater conditions:

Basin groundwater                        levels

 Archived Water Supply Outlooks:
Contact Sarah Ahmed  for archived outlooks
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drinkingwaterdocs/Potomac_Basin_DM_27may2008.pdf
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dhm2g7hp_47fwspm6
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dhm2g7hp_59c3kx9s&invite=hhpqv3k
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/marfc/Maps/precip.html
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/marfc/Maps/qpf/
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/day1-5.shtml
http://pa.water.usgs.gov/potomac/
mailto:sahmed@icprb.org

