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 The 1999 Tidal Potomac Integrative Analysis project built on the information and maps in the detailed and beautifully illustrated Environmental Atlas of the Potomac Estuary produced by the Power Plant Siting Program of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources in 1979. The Atlas, still available from Johns Hopkins University Press in Baltimore, Maryland, and from online book sellers, was a response to "the growing awareness...of the need to protect the Potomac estuary's resources." It presented, integrated, and evaluated the available scientific knowledge–chiefly the results of short-term surveys and research studies–in the context of the general understanding of estuarine ecosystem structure and function at that time. In the intervening years, long-term monitoring data and ecosystem research have yielded new insights into the Potomac ecosystem. However, much of the background information presented in the Atlas remains relevant and accurate today. It is a book well worth reading.
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