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It is Time for Spring Cleaning!!!

Yes, it is the time of year that people typically pull
out their cleaning supplies and spend some time
sprucing up their property. It makes sense to
clean our houses in the spring - we have been
cooped up indoors all winter and we have let a
seasons worth of grime accumulate.

W hat is true for our houses is also true for the
Anacostia watershed! The pollutants from cars,
salt and sand from road crews, and litter from
careless individuals build up in the Anacostia

W atershed over the winter and, if they are not
cleaned up, are flushed into storm drains and
eventually into the river by the Spring rains.

PRIDE Day - Help Clean the River with the
Anacostia River Business Coalition -

PRIDE Day is spent cleaning up tons of illegally
dumped trash in the commercial areas along the
west bank of the Anacostia River. This event is a
collaborative effort between the ARBC, the D.C.
Environmental Health Administration, the D.C.
Department of Public Works, the Metropolitan
Police Department Environmental Crimes Unit
(MPDECU) and the Earth Conservation Corps
(ECC).This year’'s PRIDE Day will be April 23.
For more information, contact Steve Saari at 301-
984-1908x103.




Even kids can be involved in Anacostia
Spring Cleaning!

Sowhatcanyou doto Sprin g cleanthe River?

Reduce your use of pesticides and fertilizers.
The average landowner uses ten times more
fertilizer than is necessary - test your soil before
applying fertilizer.

Use and maintain your car properly.

« Change your oil and antifreeze with a
professional. Service stations recycle these fluids.
If you change them yourself, bring the fluids to a
service station or landfills for recycling.

e Wash your car at a car wash or on your lawn.
Detergents and heavy metals are then treated at a
water treatment plant or filtered by the grass rather
than washing into streams and rivers.

« Don't top off your gas tank. Topping off can lead
to small spills which add up over time.

Volunteer!

« Donate your time to a cleanup in your
neighborhood (see box for a list of events).

« Join a watershed organization. For a list, go to
http://www.potomacriver.org/arbc/links.htm

DOH/EHA Recognizes ARBC
Contributions

The District of Columbia Department of Health,
Environmental Health Administration, (EHA)
acknowledged the valuable contributions of

W ashington Gas, DC Rock, CTI/DC, Inc. and
PEPCO to meaningful Bay experiences for school

children in the District of Columbia at its Meaningful
Bay Experiences Youth Summit and awards
ceremony on November 12, 2003.

The ARBC member organizations collectively
provided funding for meals and supplies for school
children during five overnight environmental
camping experiences, contributed to the cost of
food and equipment for high school students on a
three-day Potomac River sojourn, removed
impervious concrete and asphalt at several school
sites in preparation for schoolyard conservation
projects, and supplied machinery needed to dig
holes for tree-planting activities at a number of
District schools.

The Chesapeake 2000 agreement signed by the
District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia and
Pennsylvania commits the jurisdictions to providing
a meaningful Bay or stream outdoor experience for
every school student in the watershed before
graduation, beginning with the class of 2005.
Through its continued support of EHA'’s efforts, the
Anacostia River Business Coalition is helping the
District of Columbia meet its education goals while
fostering stewardship of the District’s natural
resources and urban ecology.

Upcoming Anacostia Events
April 3 - DC DPW hosts a Household
Hazardous Waste Collection at 2 sites. For

more information, contact Yvette Judge at 202-
645-8516.

April 3 - Historic Anacostia Cleanup - Contact
Anacostia Watershed Society for more
information 301-699-6204.

April 4 - Potomac River Cleanup Day - Various
sites in the area. For more information visit
www.fergusonfoundation.org.

April 17 - AWS Earth Day cleanup. For more
information contact Josh Ungar at 301-699-
6204.

April 19 - PEPCO Cleanup in Anacostia Park
April 20 - Earth Day Fair. Contact Diana
Hirshfeld (703-620-4330) for more information.
April 22 - Earth Day Information Fair at Rawlins
Park, 11 -2 pm

April 23 - Anacostia PRIDE Day - ARBC Trash
cleanup in the Buzzard Point area. For more
information contact Steve Saari at 301-984-
1908x103.

April 24 - "No Computer Should Go to Waste"
and Electronics Recycling Event at the Carter
Barron - Rock Creek Park




