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At the ARBC “Landscaping Your Property for a Better Anacostia River” workshop, the District of Columbia,
Department of Health, Environmental Health Adm inistration (EHA) announced  that it has several million dollars
in grant money available for residents and businesses who are interested in installing low impact development
techniques (LID) on their property.  These installations will demonstrate innovative but simple methods to treat
storm water to reduce quantity and improve the quality of water going into our rivers.   LID employs design
techniques that help retain, filter, treat, and reduce storm water runoff, the water flow associated with rain
events, on-site before it reaches local waterways. Typically, these design techniques direct storm  water to
specially engineered green areas, such as “rain gardens”/bio-retention cells, green roofs, vegetated swales, and
tree boxes.  

The EHA is currently accepting applications from groups that would like LID installations on their property.  After
they receive an application, representatives from EHA will visit the applicant’s property to determine the
feasibility of using LID to treat storm water runoff.

W hen reviewing potential sites, EHA will take into consideration the amount of storm water potentially treated
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and detained at each site, site visibility, potential
longevity of the project, ability of project to control
erosion, and the demonstrable environmental
benefit provided by the project.  Projects at one or
two family residences will not be considered. 
Projects funded to date include:
‚ Two green roofs in downtown Washington.
‚ Rain garden at a police station in southeast

W ashington.
‚ Installation of rain barrels at more than 100

homes.
‚ Schoolyard habitats at Ketcham  and Lowell

Elementary Schools.

Recipients of a LID installation must agree to
maintain it for a specified am ount of time, which will
depend on the type of LID installed.  For more
information or to get an application form, contact
Alexi Boado, Project Officer with the W atershed
Protection Division, at 202-535-1798 or
alexi.boado@dc.gov.

On a sweltering day in mid-August, ARBC and the
Interstate  Commission on the Potom ac River Basin
held a workshop aimed at teaching businesses,
churches and schools in the Anacostia Basin how
they can landscape to improve the water quality of
the Anacostia River.  The workshop, funded
through a grant from the National Fish and W ildlife
Foundation, covered topics including types of
landscaping that benefit water quality and their
benefits and costs, choosing the right plants for
your property, and the maintenance and upkeep of
rain gardens in comparison with traditional
landscaping.  

The workshop was held on the grounds of the

W ashington Navy Yard, where several low impact
development techniques have been utilized. 
Participants were given a guided tour of these
installations so they could see first-hand their
sim plicity, benefits, and beauty.  Additionally,
participants had the opportunity to meet with local
government representatives from the District and
Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties to
discuss the particulars of permitting and possible
available incentives for LID installation.

ARBC recently recognized eleven businesses, non-
profits and government agencies as Anacostia
W atershed Stewards for their outstanding efforts to
reduce non-point source pollution to the Anacostia
River from their properties.  Award winners received
a beautiful recycled glass plaque and certificate and
were recognized through a press release and on
the ARBC web s ite.  The awards were divided into
categories:

‚ Large business winners included PEPCO,
W MATA, Results: the Gym, Super Salvage,
Maryland Rock, and the South Capitol
Street Helilport. 

‚ Non-profit winners were DC Greenworks,
the Shaw EcoVillage, and the Earth
Conservation Corps.

‚ Government agency recipients included the
W ashington Navy Yard and the General
Services Administration.

For more information on becom ing an Anacostia
W atershed Steward, visit www.arbcinfo.org. 


